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State as well as of Islam. To them, particularly to the Shf a
'Ulama,) Nationalism meant the erection once again of an
Islamic State, with the priesthood in their rightful dominant
position. It meant a state freed from the contaminating influ-
ences of the West, purified from tendencies to exalt secularism
and able to stamp out opposing sects and millets. The merging
of political independence with theocratic independence and the
co-operation of political and religious leaders were in reality
identical with the post-war rapprochement of the Sunm and the
Shiea sects, representing, generally speaking, the political and
religious aspects respectively of the Nationalist Movement. The
alliance, of which the first indication was in the summer of 1919,
when Sunnis attended two of the memorials held for the
deceased Shi'a Mujtahid, Saiyid Muhammad Kadhim Yazdl,
had not come easily. Between the two Muslim sects was a deep
gulf of bitter differences and hatred as great as any which
separated Protestant and Catholic in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries. It was bridged only by determined effort on
the part of the Nationalist leaders, chief among whom were the
Shi'is, Saiyid Muhammad as-Sadr1 and JaTar abu Timman,2
and the Sunnis already mentioned.
The rappwchement undoubtedly increased the scope and the
force of the Nationalist movement, drawing to it the ShTa
tribes and the masses in town and country whose fanaticism
rose and fell in obedience to the almost unlimited authority of
the divines over them. It was, however, not without its dangers
to the Nationalist cause. At times it was almost impossible to
discern whether the Movement was being directed by the priest-
hood of Najaf, Karbala and Kadhimain or by the political
leaders of Baghdad, Mosul and Syria. Moreover, the rapproche-
ment was ever precarious, the leaders failing to agree once the
Insurrection had got under way. Indeed, even to-day, the
1 Member of well-known Shi'a family and the most active of the Baghdad
Shi'a Nationalists. Now a Senator of 'Iraq.
2 A Shl'a merchant of Kadhimain known for his uncompromising opposition
to British policy in 'Iraq.  Now Minister of Finance.
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